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47 FR 54934

December 7, 1982

Rules and Regulations

Reporter
47 FR 54934

Federal Register  >  1982  >  December  >  December 7, 1982  >  Rules and Regulations  >  FEDERAL 
REGISTER

Title: Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans; North Carolina: Revised SO[2] Emission 
Limits

Action:  Final rule.

Agency

FEDERAL REGISTER

Identifier: [A-4-FRL 2239-3; NC-001]

Administrative Code Citation

40 CFR Part 52

Synopsis

SUMMARY: EPA is today announcing approval, with specified exceptions, of revised sulfur dioxide 
(SO[a2] ) emission limits for lightweight aggregate processes and other fuel-burning installations in North 
Carolina. The North Carolina State Implementation Plan (SIP) approved in 1972 specified an SO[2] limit 
of 1.6 pounds per million British thermal units (#/MBTU) of heat input. North Carolina submitted 
revisions to the SIP on March 22, 1977, and additional information on January 11, 1982, relaxing the limit 
to 2.3 #/MBTU for all but 24 of the affected sources. These 24 sources will continue to be subject to the 
applicable 1.6 #/MBTU SO[2] limit. This change will have only a minor effect on ambient air quality and 
will not cause any violation of the NAAQS for SO[2] .

Text
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On March 22, 1977, North Carolina submitted to EPA SIP 
revisions changing the SO[2] emissions limits in regulations 15 NCAC 2D .0511 and .0516. A public 
hearing had been held on these revisions on December 8, 1976. They were made effective as of April 1, 
1977, by the North Carolina Evironmental Management Commission. The revisions removed the 
requirement that fuel-burning sources of SO[2] reduce their emissions from 2.3 #/MBTU of heat input to 
1.6 #/MBTU by July 1, 1980, as required by regulation .0516. In addition, the SO[2] limit for lightweight 
aggregate processes in regulation .0511 was relaxed from 1.6 to 2.3 #/MBTU.

After review of the revisions ubmitted by North Carolina, EPA requested additional information. In 
response to EPA's request, North Carolina on January 11, 1982, submitted air quality dispersion modeling 
and related analyses of the impact of SO[2] emissions from the affected sources. The submittal identified 
24 sources for which approval of the 2.3 # limit could not be granted based upon the information 
submitted. The analyses showed that the NAAQS probably would not be protected, based on the initial 
modeling, if the 24 sources were allowed to emit at the higher limit. EPA proposed approval of these 
revisions except for their application to those 24 sources in the Federal Register of June 28, 1982 (47 FR 
27873). In the same Federal Register notice, EPA called for public comments on the proposed action. 
There were 11 responses to the call for comments. The following is a discussion of these comments:

Comment 

Several sources and the State commented that the stack parameters used for the air quality modeling of 13 
of the 24 sources were erroneous. Air quality modeling was submitted to demonstrate that these 13 
sources could emit SO[2] at the higher limit of 2.3 #/MBTU while protecting the NAAQS.

Response 

On the basis of North Carolina's January 11, 1982 submittal, EPA did not propose action on these 24 
sources. Therefore, EPA cannot take final action on these sources in today's notice. EPA's preliminary 
review of the materials submitted, including new information submitted by North Carolina on July 27 and 
August 26, 1982 shows that the following 8 sources can be allowed to limit SO[2] at the 2.3 #/MBTU 
limit: 

Source County

Pfizer Brunswick

Cranston Print Works Henderson

Dorothea Dix Wake

Estech General Chemical Brunswick

USS Agrichem Brunswick

Cannon Mills #1 Cabarrus

Seymour Johnson AFB Wayne

Duke Allen Gaston

EPA will take action on these 8 sources in a separate Federal Register notice. In the meantime, they will 
continue to be subject to the 1.6 #/MBTU SO 2 limit.

Comment 
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One source commented that the model used for their plant was incorrect. They indicated that additional 
modeling would be submitted at a later date.

Response 

This source will still be subject to the SO 2 emission limit of 1.6 #/MBTU until submittal by the State of a 
SIP revision.

Comment 

A modified revision of an approved EPA model was submitted which indicated as allowing one source to 
emit at the higher SO 2 limit of 2.3 #/MBTU.

Response 

The modified model is being reviewed. Until action is taken to approve or disapprove the modified model 
this source will remain subject to the SO 2 emission limit of 1.6 #/MBTU.

Comment 

One source located in a complex terrain area commented that the model used for their source (Valley) was 
"extremely conservative".

Response 

The Valley is an approved model for use in complex terrain. Unless a different and appropriate model is 
demonstrated for use in a particular complex terrain situation the use of the Valley is acceptable.

Comment 

One commenter expressed concern over the effect of the 2.3 #/MBTU SO 2 limit on acid rain. The same 
commenter pointed out that there was no scientific data or compelling social reason for the revision and 
that such variances (revisions) should be approved on a case-by-case basis only.

Response 

The control strategy demonstration showed through mathematical dispersion modeling that the NAAQS 
would be protected. This was the only information EPA could consider in acting on this revision since all 
procedural requirements had been met, and since there are presently no CAA provisions for limiting SO 2 
levels below the NAAQS out of concern for acidic deposition.

North Carolina stated in the submittal of additional information (January 11, 1982) that the 24 sources 
would be further analyzed. Based on new information submitted by North Carolina on July 27, 1982, and 
August 26, 1982, 8 of the 24 sources as indicated above will be proposed for approval by EPA in a 
separate Federal Register notice. In addition, 9 of the 24 sources are considering permit conditions 
limiting their emissions so that the NAAQS will be protected at the 2.3 #/MBTU limit for SO[2]: 

Source County

Burlington Durham

Liggett-Meyers Durham
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Source County

Fiber Industries Rowan

Fiber Industries Cleveland

American Enka Buncombe

Hercofina New Hanover

Cannon Mills Catawba

Alba Waldensian, P&W Plant Burke

Valdese Manufacturing Burke

Meanwhile, these 9 sources will continue to be subject to the original Federally approved SO 2 emission 
limit of 1.6 #/MBTU.

There is one source, Duke Cliffside, for which the State has adopted a permit restricting the emission limit 
for SO 2 to 2.2 #/MBTU in order to protect the NAAQS (submitted September 24, 1982). Appropriate 
EPA action will be taken when the review of this permit is completed.

Action. EPA today is approving revisions to the North Carolina Air Quality Regulations 15 NCAC 
2D.0511 and .0516 except for their application to the following sources: 

Source County

Cannon Mills Catawba

Fiber Industries Cleveland

Texasgulf Beaufort

Duke-Cliffside Rutherford/Cleveland

American Enka Buncombe

Dayco Southern Haywood

Olin Corporation Transylvania

Appalachian State Univ Watauga

Travenol Labs McDowell

Alba Waldensian, P&W Plant Burke

Valdese Manufacturing Burke

Hercofina New Hanover

Liggett & Meyers Durham

Burlington Durham

Reynolds-Whitaker Park Forsyth

Fiber Industries Rowan

Pfizer Brunswick

Cranston Print Works Henderson

Dorothea Dix Wake
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Source County

Estech General Chemical Brunswick

USS Agrichem Brunswick

Cannon Mills #1 Cabarrus

Seymour Johnson AFB Wayne

Duke Allen Gaston

These sources will continue to be subject to the 1.6 #/MMBTU SO 2 standard pending further analysis. 
As indicated earlier, corrected modeling input for 8 of the 24 sources indicates they can be approved for 
the 2.3 #/MBTU limit; these 8 sources will be dealt with in another notice. In addition, it is anticipated 
that of the remaining 16 sources, 9 could be allowed to emit SO 2 at 2.3 and 1 at 2.2 #/MBTU at a later 
date with appropriate permit conditions and EPA action.

Under Section 307(b)(1) of the Act, petitions for judicial review of this action must be filed in the United 
States Court of Appeals for the appropriate circuit by February 7, 1983. This action may not be challenged 
later in proceedings to enforce its requirements. (See 307(b)(2).)

The Office of Management and Budget has exempted this rule from the requirements of Section 3 of 
Executive Order 12291.

Note. -- Incorporation by reference of the State Implementation Plan for the State of North Carolina was 
approved by the Director of the Federal Register on July 1, 1982.

Regulations

List of Subjects in 40 CFR Part 52

Air pollution control, Intergovernmental relations, Ozone, Sulfur oxides, Nitrogen dioxide, Lead, 
Particulate matter, Carbon monoxide, Hydrocarbons.

(Sec. 110 of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7410))

Dated: December 1, 1982.

Anne M. Gorsuch,

Administrator.

PART 52 -- [AMENDED] 

Part 52 of Chapter I, Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, is amended as follows:

Subpart II -- North Carolina 

In § 52.1770, paragraph (c) (32) is added to read as follows:

§ 52.1770 Identification of plan.

* * * * *

(c) The plan revisions listed below were submitted on the dates specified.
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* * * * *

(32) Revised SO 2 limit for all but 24 (see FR of December 7, 1982) fuel-burning sources 
(changes in regulations 2D.0511 and .0516), submitted on March 22, 1977, and 
January 11, 1982, by the North Carolina Department of Natural Resources and 
Community Development.

[FR Doc. 82-33249 Filed 12-6-82: 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6560-50-M

Dates

DATE: This action is effective January 6, 1983.

Contacts

ADDRESSES: Copies of the materials submitted by North Carolina may be examined during normal 
business hours at the following locations:

The Office of the Federal Register, 1100 L Street, NW., Room 8401, Washington, D.C. 20408

 Public Information Reference Unit, Library Systems Branch, Environmental Protecion Agency, 401 M 
Street, SW., Washington, D.C. 20460

Air Management Branch, EPA, Region IV, 345 Courtland Street, NE., Atlanta, Georgia 30365

Div of Environmental Mgmt, N.C. Dept. of Natural Resources and Community Development, Archdale 
Building, 512 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

Copies of the public comments received on the proposal notice may be seen at the two EPA offices.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. Raymond S. Gregory, Air Management Branch, EPA 
Region IV at the above address, telephone 404/881-3286 (FTS 257-3286).

FEDERAL REGISTER

End of Document


	47 FR 54934
	Synopsis
	Text
	Regulations
	Dates
	Contacts


